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workers who report for ministry training, 
are few.  In our Word, the Prophet speaks 
of wonderful things that are going to 
happen with his people.  If their  
righteousness and salvation flashes forth 
as a bright torch, the nations will see the 
Lord's glory radiating from them.  In 
Chapters 60 to 61, the Prophet said that 
all the Nations will be attracted to them 
and like sons and daughters they will 
come to join God’s people, rebuilding 
their walls.  Jesus then also according to 
Luke 4:18 to 21 embraced and fulfilled the 
message of Isaiah, as the real Anointed 
Prophet, reading from Chapter 61.  We as 
Christian believers can precisely today 
identify with Isaiah, because Christ says 
that those wonderful promises of good 
news, namely of deliverance and joy for 
those that mourn, healing comfort for 
broken hearts, and enlightenment for the 
spiritually blind, have actually been  
fulfilled through his coming.   

As transformed believers we can also 
testify of such wonders, in the sense that 
we have experienced how our spiritual 
eyes have been opened through the work 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and that we 
have experienced healing and joy when 
He  redeemed us.  He has also made us 
more than conquerors.  Studying Isaiah 
helps us anew to recognise God's promises 
for us and to focus on Jesus' commission to  
make disciples and that we can trust Him 
for the fruit.  Therefore, we can hold onto 

In a time that churches and theological 
training institutions experience challenges, 
we believe the Lord is encouraging us 
through the Prophet Isaiah, for example, 
from Isaiah Chapter 62. God has  
originally given this word in a time that 
the nation of Israel was in exile. Many 
were discouraged and they expressed 
themselves in drastic ways like the  
following, "My way is hidden from the 
Lord and my right is disregarded by my 
God " (Is 40:27) and "The Lord has  
forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten 
me" (Is. 49:14).  The Lord answered his 
people in equally dramatic, but encour-
aging terms.   

Although Old Testament examples like 
these come to us in parabolic and  
hyperbolic terms and even if we do not 
encounter such traumatic circumstances, 
we can still today identify with God's 
equally living and powerful Word and be 
encouraged by it.  Even prophets of old, 
like Jeremiah and Elijah had to be  
encouraged occasionally.  In this part of 
his book, Isaiah is presenting a series of 
encouraging messages and on behalf of 
the Lord who cares for them, by  
implication states that he will continue to 
encourage them and that he will  
continue to intercede for them.   

So can we today consider God's Word 
when we wonder why people estranged 
from the church, are reluctant to pay 
regard to it, as we reach out to them with 
the good news of Jesus Christ, and if we 
find that even church people and  
evangelical believers are reluctant to join 
the Lord's work.  Yes, also if the gathered 
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the Lord, praying and waiting for church and  
seminary  breakthroughs.  Isaiah’s words imply that 
we should persevere in praying to God and that we 
should not stop reminding Him of His promises.  He 
further says , that we as part of God's people, must 
go through the "city gates".  We must launch out 
and prepare the way for those who still need to 
come in.  We must raise a "banner" over the peoples 
as an announcement of God's good news.  Then 
"Zion will be acknowledged as the honoured. In 
today's context the Church as God's people will be 
recognized as  the redeemed people of God.    
People will turn  to God and to the Church as we 
reach out to them with confidence and in faith.  

Disciples will be made and some will come forth, 
experiencing God’s call and announcing as  
candidates for ministry training.  It is a word that I 
believe, the Lord has given and confirmed more 
than once.  What we have to do, is to remind him 
of his promises, to disciple our members and  
converts to join us in moving out with the good 
news and to make disciples, namely followers of 
Jesus who share the same witnessing lifestyle as we 
have assumed.  As said, we also trust that some will 
come forth and report for ministry training.   
                                  —Rev Francois Bodenstein,  
    Principal, CRTS  

The occasion of Martin Luther’s launch of the 
Protestant Reformation with his bold stand at 
Wittenberg on 31 October 1517, has become the 
birthday of all Evangelical and Bible believing 
churches throughout the world.  Following short 
on the heels of Reformation 500 (31 October 
2017 last year), commemorated at the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg, and Reformation Day  
(31 October 2018 this year) worldwide, Christian 
leaders and Theologians will be gathering in 
Zürich, Switzerland from 15-20 July 2019 for the 
Reformation 500 Global Church Council. In 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of Ulrich 
Zwingli launching the Swiss Reformation in 
Grossmunster, Zürich.  Zürich 500 takes place 
with verse by verse expository preaching,  
starting with Matthew 1:1. Guided tours of  
historic Reformation sites in and around Zürich 
are among the Reformation celebration  
undertaken by die Global Church Council.  
Invitation is open to church leaders, denomina-
tions, missions or colleges to participate. The 
criteria is that they affirm the authority and 
inerrancy of Scripture and are committed to 

Zürich 500 
w o r k ing  t ow a r d s  
Biblical Reformation 
and praying for revival.   

Swiss Reformer, Ulrich 
Zwingli, (1484-1531), was 
born in Wildhaus,  
Switzerland. He was 
educated in Basel, Bern 
and Wenen. He served 

as vicar of Glarus. In his formative years he met and 
was influenced by Erasmus. Later, he secretly  
married Anna Meyer in 1522 with whom he had 
four children. Zwingli’s reformation in Switzerland 
was a parallel reformation to that in Germany, 
differing only in the view of the Eucharist. A  
contemporary of Luther, he was the first reformed 
theologian and he perished in his quest against the 
Catholics.     

   R e v  S h a n  N a i d o o ,  
                 (Lecturer).                        

Why study Theology ? 
For young people who are busy concluding their 
school careers, a lot of options lies before them in 
terms of study programs or careers. These careers 
may also be financially rewarding, however,  
Theology can be satisfying and blessed.  Theology is 
about more than a career or earning a salary. It is 
about knowing and serving the Lord, Creator of 
Heaven and earth. It is about making a difference 

in peoples’ lives through the sharing of the Gospel 
and in obeying the command of the Lord,  
experiencing fulfilment that very few secular  
careers can bring.   Even though the ministry does 
not always offer a large salary, God promises in His 
Word that He will sustain His servants, by faith. The 
Christian Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS) is 
highly recommended.  Let us train you for the 
ministry God has called you to. 
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2018 Synod of the Christian Reformed Church in South Africa:                        
The 2018 Synod of the Christian Reformed Church took place on the 22nd to the 26th of 
October 2018 at Meulstroom Lodge, outside Bronkhorstspruit.  The  theme  of the Synod was, 
“ Forward on our knees “.  .  The new moderamen were also chosen.  Rev Ralph du Toit is the 
new moderator,  Rev Jimi le Roux is the new Assessor or Vice moderator, Rev Shan Naidoo 
the new Actuary, Rev Andre Swart, die new Secretary and Rev Buks de Bruin, the additional 
member.  We  wish these brothers well and success for the new term.       

Written by Hanna Swanepoel, especially  for the  
2018 CRC Synod Ladies’ Retreat 

I lift up my eyes to the pulpit 

My help does not come from it 

My help comes from the Lord who  
created the heavens and the earth 

Even if I reach the depths of every women’s sorrow 
and pain, 

You are there, 

You never forsake me, and You never forsake her 
as well, 

I can rely on Your Comfort and Faithfulness 

Sometimes my faith can’t be measured by the size 
of any seed, 

But, a seed is small and important. Is it not easier to 
serve You without a vision? 

Is it not easier to work with and for You without a 
calling? 

Maybe then I will not be bothered or concerned in 
what You expect of me…? 

...what the Congregation or Church Council or 
Women in the Church expect of me? 

...the price of Ministry or Mission Field ask of me? 

Help me to always be 
myself 

And keep my eyes fixed 
on You 

Because that’s the only 
place where my help 
comes from... 

Become a ministry partner 
The Christian Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS) is the official training institution that trains and equips 
ministers of the Gospel for the Church. In order to provide a high quality service, finances are needed to 
enable the CRTS to cover costs such as registration and accreditation, development and maintenance of 
courses, development and expansion of the online campus as well as the further expansion of the campus 
and facilities.  Unfortunately, not all the costs and expenses are sufficiently covered by students’ fees.  The 
CRTS is a faith based institution that is reliant on generous donations and contributions. For this reason it has 
been decided to introduce the debit order system that will enable congregations and individuals to support 
the CRTS on a monthly basis. In this way, the CR Church, and also its members, takes responsibility for the 
Seminary and a steady  monthly income can be generated. This will enable the Seminary to fulfil financial 
commitments each month.   
 
We would like to use this opportunity to invite you to make a commitment and support the CRTS  
financially in this way.  Debit order forms can be provided on request.   Every contribution will be welcomed.  

The CRTS is hosting a Graduation and award ceremony again ! 
The CRTS is hosting a graduation and award ceremony again, for two of its students 
who have completed their studies.  This event is taking place on Saturday, 26 January 
2019 at Eden Congregation. Viktor Makitla receives his Bachelors degree in Theology 
and Johannes Sithole receives his  diploma in Pastoral Theology.  We are proud of these 
students and honour the Lord for them completing their studies.                                         
—Rev Fritz Fenske, Lecturer 

Pilgrimage Song for the pastor’s wife …   
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God’s Purpose 
God knows His plans for you 
and me as explained in  
Jeremiah 29:11. Plans to  
prosper us and not harm us, 
to give us a hopeful future.  
But maybe that is the last 
thing you’d like to hear when 
life’s challenges are not even 
crossing your path anymore.  
There they seem to remain. 
There is hope…  Rediscover God’s plan for you and 
the world 

Your Calling 
Is your life going in any direction?  Does your life’s 
road signs point in the same direction?  Or are you 
one of the creative types where each sign board 
has its own direction?  What is your passion in life?  
Would you like to know how to work with and 
inspire young people?  Do you only want to be left 
in peace and blend into a group without attracting 
any attention?              

OR,                                                                           

You may be thinking, I can only do administration 
tasks… how can that help anyone?    

OR,  

No thanks, I only like to make music and sing the 
whole day.   

OR,  

Yes, I have a calling, but who cares? I want my life 
to count for something.  Do you feel great if you 
can work with your hands and do what is in front 
of you?   Maybe you feel too old or sick to do  
anything of value? 

I don’t want to preach or land in a cooking pot on 
the mission field!  Really…  I am not called for that, 
or have a calling… 

Or are you young at heart and have a passion to 
be involved somewhere?  Do you have the ability 
to disciple a new convert so that he can disciple 
others? 

Are you aware of the challenges 
that young people are facing 
today?   

Do you have a passion to make a 
difference in your community?   

Maybe you say, I would like to 
help my leader or pastor, but I 
don’t think I am clever enough.   

OR, 
You would like to have the opportunity to share an 
inspirational thought from the Word, or inspire 
yourself, but have insufficient understanding of it or 
even how to do it.  Are you frustrated in your  
current job, because it feels so uncharitable?  

OR, 
Does it sound far better to make a positive  
influence in people’s lives ? 

Our Mission 
Take heart.  Lift up your head and feet again.  You 
can make a difference just where you are.  We can 
equip you with spiritual skills and find new  
meaning again. There are even short non-
accredited courses where you can decide if you 
want to write tests or merely study the material for 
a matter of being edified.   How’s that! You can be 
inspired how to pray for your Congregation and 
community, how and where and how to serve. Part 
of your calling is to hear prayerfully from God 
WHERE and HOW you can make a difference.  
You might not have the answers, but you have to 
find your PURPOSE. 

Knowing your purpose helps to define and realize 
your passion, even if you do not have the resources 
yet.  Do what you can with what you have… We 
can help and equip you to make a positive impact, 
even if you don’t  know where or how yet. 

God’s purpose, your calling, our mission.  (Motto 
designed by the CRTS staff, to make a difference)  

GO FOR IT ! 

Written by Hanna Swanepoel  
(CRTS staff and Alumna) 

3 Quick tips to discover your Passion 


