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“ The fear of the
Lord is the
beginning of
wisdom and the
knowledge of the
Holy One is
Insight ”

Proverbs 9:10

Today there are quite a few
people who are of opinion that
they can work for the Lord Jesus,
without the need of studying. It
is true. They can. There are a
number of people who do serve
the Lord, without having been
trained theologically. However,
there are people whom the Lord
calls, to receive theological
training, in preparation for their
ministry to Him and also to meet
the Church’s requirements for
ordination. I was one of them. So
what is the value of theological
training for me? The value of
theological training for me, is
firstly, that as an inexperienced,
yet eager believer, I learned
many things, such as knowledge
of God’s Word and ministry in
practice. I can truly testify how
my studies through the CRTS
taught me many aspects of
ministry.

Secondly, my relationship with
God deepend. The Ministry
Practice and Spiritual Formation
modules that was part of my
Diploma studies, consisted of
spiritual journals such as
Experiencing God, by Henry
Blackaby as well as Experiencing
the Holy Spirit. These books and
studies truly heightened my
awareness of the Lord and gave

me a hunger for His Will and
Plan for not only my life, but for
His Church. It is now nine years
since I have completed my
Diploma studies and three years
since I completed my Degree in
Theology and today I am
greatful for what I have been
taught. So, theological studies,
does not only entail academics,
but it is also about knowing God
more, through the study
material, that is Scripture based.
- Rev Fritz Fenske (former
CRTS student and current
lecturer)
The changing climate in
theological training and
how to lead and equip
today’s generation.
One statement that is so
profound is the following
statement, made by our
Moderator, Rev Sakkie Weber.

“In these times that we live in,
one thing that we can be certain
about, is that nothing is for
certain and that everything
changes constantly.” He was so
right when he made this
statement, especially inlight of
what is happening in our country
and especially in light of

changing generations. To what extent
are these changes that we experience?
Well, these changes are clearly seen when
we compare different generations of
people in our lives. For more detailed
discussions on the characteristics of the
various generations, one can consult
“Google” on the internet. In a nutshell,
each generation can be classified under
the following names: first we have the
Silent Generation, those born between
1925 and 1942. These are folk who are
approximately 70 years and older. The
Baby Boomers are those who are born
between 1943 and 1960. Then we have
the Cross Generation also known as
Generation X. This generation consists of
those who are born between 1961 and
1981.
Then we have the Millenium generation—
those born between 1984 and 2005. The
current emerging generation is already
been labelled, the Z-generation. Every
generation has their own set of values

and frame of references that differ from
other generations. The Church today
needs to be aware of this generation and
their needs, in order to minister to them
effectively. However, without comprising
the Word of God and the Gospel as
foundation for Theological training, we
need to learn how to reach, minister to
and equip the relevant generations.
For this task, we need the prayer support
from you, our loyal supporters and
partners of the CRTS. We need your
regular prayers beseeching the Lord to
guide and lead us with His wisdom to
remain relevant for this generation, as
training institution (and Church). We
thank the Lord God that He is the same,
yesterday, today and eternally, according
to Heb 13:8.
— Rev Fritz Fenske, Lecturer
(and part-time Youthworker)

BOOK REVIEW:

“A student’s A-Z of Theology”
- W Domeris and Dr. Kevin Smith.
For anyone who may not be studying Theology on a formal
basis, but still would like to grow theologically, we would like to
recommend the book, “A student’s A-Z of Theology” by W
Domeris en Kevin Smith. Theology is neither your run of the mill
academic discipline nor a popular vocational path to pursue. In
such an odd pursuit the average student would require (and
appreciate) all the assistance he can garner. Yet, this discipline
tugs at our heart strings for those of us that are passionate
about the Lord and His work. Various authors contribute to this
edition of introductory themes or sub disciplines. This versatile compilation serves to
provoke thought on these themes as a prelude to in-depth theological study. The end
result is that it invokes a desire to learn or know more about that particular topic. If
you are on the threshold of theology studies, this book is capable of laying down a
suitable foundation. It will whet the appetite of the lay person and pique the interest of
the ordinary Christian.
- Rev Shan Naidoo, Lecturer

What is a witness?
“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” Acts 1:8 (ESV)
“ As Jesus’ followers we need to be His
witnesses all over the world. However, let
us first ask the fundamental question:
What is a witness? We will understand it
better when we consider the workings of
testifying in a court of law. When a case
is in session, witnesses are being called to
come forward. This means these witnesses
were involved in some way or the other
with this case. Now they are called to
testify exactly what they heard of
experience regarding the case. It entails

who said what, what happened and so
forth. It is important that such a witness
be reliable and truthful when giving an
account of what he or she saw or
experienced. Such a witness need not
teach or convince the court of anything.
Neither does he or she need to interpret
why something has happened. As a
witness of Jesus, you are not specialist
(theologian or evangelist). You are a
mere WITNESS. You are just sharing what
you have experienced or saw and still do.
Prayer: Lord I experience you. I do have
a testimony. Please give me boldness to
share it. Amen.
- By Rev Jimi le Roux,
Padlangs Ministry and Lecturer

Testimony from the life of a student: Henk Vorster
We asked one of our students, Henk Vorster, to share a testimony with us: He writes: “
In the past 2 years, my family and I have experienced a few setbacks. My health
deteriorated and I had one operation after the other. There was no success. I had to
deal with so much pain that I could not function normally. Due to the pain, I couldn’t
work at the local cricket club anymore, and consquently lost our income. In this time,
we as family received the love and care of the Lord. Daily we wondered how we were
going to make it, what we will eat and what will happen. Actually a lot of things
happened along with these setbacks. My wife couldn’t go to work because there was
no transport. We had to walk to wherever we needed to be. This changed our faith in
God. We now realized that we were completely dependant upon God. There was no
other way. In the beginning it was difficult to carry on and believe. I can testify,
however, that somehow, miracles upon miracles happened. During this time we never
went to bed hungry. Without us having to ask for help, people brought us what we
needed. This help came from people we knew well and from people we did not know.
Everyday up to today this happens on a regular basis. The most meaning Scripture
verse to me, came to me when we realised that God does everything for us. Exodus
14:14 ”The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” This is the verse that
carried us through this difficult time. I do not need to worry, for the Lord is fighting
for me.

- Mr Henk Vorster, current student of the CRTS.

Is a 24/7
Christian Reformed Church SA
or
ANY Congregational Prayer Chain
possible today?
In our December 2017 issue, we have
placed this article concerning the
neccesity of prayer. However, we felt it is
an important subject and therefore we
insert it again. Be encouraged to take
part in prayer, through the example of
the impact the prayer chain of the
Moravians had earlier in history, as told
in the following article.
The first traces of missionary work in
South Africa can be traced back to a
hunderd years (1727-1827) of united
prayer chains by the Moravians. It lasted
a century ! In 1737, the first Moravian
missionary came to South Africa. That
was 85 years after Jan van Riebeeck
arrive in the Cape in 1652 ! The small
Moravian community from Herrnhut,
Germany, sent out 300 missionaries to
the ends of the earth in the next 65 years.
Are we like the first Christian Community
who did almost nothing to advance
God’s Kingdom in the first 85 years, or
are we like the second small Christian
community who held fast to God
through a constant prayer chain ? How
can you partake in prayer ?

You may
think you are
a small
community,
congregation
or that you
are not a
prominent
person. Maybe
you are like
most of us, a relatively ordinary person
with job or without a job, family life or
single. However, it does not matter in
what position you are today. All you
need is a willing heart. It is about sitting
at Jesus’ feet like Mary did. (Lk 10:38-42).
You can join us in a 24/7 prayer chain for
15 to 30 minutes if you are willing to read
the Bible or listen to your favourite
Christian music for starters. Talk to God
about everything, intercede for people,
your own Christian Reformed
congregation and leadership, or any
other denomination, the CRT Seminary,
the world or any other matter. In doing
so you can thank and praise God (Phil
4:6-7, 1 Thess 5:17-18 and 1 Tim 2:1-2). Do
you have 15 or 30 minutes a day ? Use it
to sit at Jesus’ feet, to begin with and get
the 24/7 prayer chain going. It can also
be longer if you feel led to do so.
Please contact us if you want to make
adifference where you are.
- Mr Leon Swanepoel, Lecturer —
leon@cgts.co.za

Sarah-Abraham-Hanna:
the impossible becomes possible and reality !
Ni Hao! (Chinese for “Hello”)
Today we ate waterlilly stems with our
lunch here at school. One can probably
handle it because the name “ Hanna”
means “grace” and the rest of my name
means
“lilly”.
So we had
the
privillege to
live in a
block of
flats, inhabited by a Chinese community
where NOBODY could speak English.
English is only spoken at our school, a few
blocks away and of course, at the open
door family to meet for DPM Bible
Studies.
Why China ? And why so far ? I had these
same questions when I was a student at
the CRTS in Benoni. We had planned
many missionary trips to Africa, but that
was different from what God placed in
our hearts. At first we laughed secretly
when we were invited to join an overseas
outreach team and live in China. This
was such a Abraham—Hanna
impossibility. We couldn’t even manage
to get to our town, and now we wanted
to leave the continent !
Yet, God provided and we soon made
our home amongst our Beijing
community. It is a peaceful people who
have been through a lot of suffering and
persecution. At one stage in their history,
ALL books were burned at the stake and
only a small, red book about the
government, were allowed to be read.
In spite of this, the underground and
Three-self churches are flourishing and
we could make a difference in many

children’s and their parents’ lives in
China, and even in their government
schools. We are still learning how to
recognise and write Chinese characters
and letters !Jesu ai wo! (Jesus loves you!)
Please pray with us for:

·

DPM ministries, who prints books,
undergrond, and our co-worker F

·

The block of flats in B and the area
where we lived, and for the brothers
and sisters underground

·

the brothers and sisters to remain
strong in their faith amidst the
persecution today

·

the underground brothers and sisters
in Xinjiang, a Muslim province in
China

·

Our Chinese language practise
because it is in our hearts – eternally

·

The Taiwanese Buddhist temple in
Bronkhorstspruit

·

We are presently working at the
CRTS as lecturers and serve in Eden
congregation also.

- Mr Leon & Mrs Hanna Swanepoel

The CRTS offices are expanding . . .
We are so grateful to our
Lord Jesus for the way He
has undertaken and
provided for the CRTS in a
number of ways. The
addisional office space has
been added and is
nearing completion.

A challenge to
Seminary and Church
In his book, “Every nation in our
generation “, Rice Broocks, co-founder of
Every Nation, makes the following
statement: “ Churches that do make
disciples and train leaders will inevitably
end up planting new churches.” (Broocks,
R 2002:182) If his statement is true, is it
possible to phrase the same statement
the other way around? “If no churches
are planted, it is because no leaders are
trained, and when no leaders are
trained, it is because no disciples are
made.”
Should there be truth in such a
statement, may one then elaborate on
the statement as follows? “ If selfmultiplying churches are planted, it may
be because self-multiplying leaders are

trained and if self-multiplying leaders
are trained, it is because self-multiplying
disciples have been made.“ Nevertheless,
if we consider it part of the Seminary’s
mission to train leaders, that will plant
churches as Broocks anticipates, then the
Seminary will have to train people that
have been discipled. Should the intention
be to see several churches planted, the
candidates recruited, would have to
include self-multiplying disciples and the
training would have to be of such nature
that self-multiplying leaders and selfmultiplying churches would be an
outcome.
Challenge for reflection by
FC Bodenstein, Principal

Become a Ministry - partner
The Christian Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS) is the official training institution
that trains and equips ministers of the Gospel for the Church. In order to provide a
high quality of service, finances are needed to enable the CRTS to cover costs such as
registration and accreditation, development and maintenance of courses,
development and expansion of the online campus as well as the further expansion of
the campus and facilities. Unfortunately, not all the costs and expenses are sufficiently
covered by students’ fees. The CRTS is a faith based institution that is reliant on
generous donations and contributions. For this reason it has been decided to introduce
the debit order system that will enable congregations and individuals to support the
CRTS on a monthly basis. In this way, the CR Church, and also its members, takes
responsibility for the Seminary and a steady monthly income can be generated. This
will enable the Seminary to fulfill financial commitments each month.
We would like to use this oppertunity to invite you to make a commitment and
support the CRTS financially in this way. Debit order forms can be provided on
request.
Every contribution will be welcomed.

The harvest is great, but the Labourers are few.

We challenge you to equip yourself as a labourer!
Contact the CRTS
Formal studies
Diploma in Pastoral Theology, with major subjects in
Pastoral Ministry • Missions • Pastoral Counseling

BTh Degree (3-year)
with major subjects in
Pastoral Ministry • Missions
as well as

Informal equipment
Complete modules in a series of short courses, such as:
Christian Doctrine • Christian Disciplines • Bible study skills
Leadership and planning • Experiencing God • Discover your Gifts
The work of the Holy Spirit • Missions and Evangelism

Christian Reformed
Theological Seminary
P O Box 784
Bronkhorstspruit
1020
Tel 087 809 3408
013 932 2562
Fax 086 505 0386
E-mail seminari@crcsa.co.za
Web www.cgts.co.za
CRTS
ABSA Cheque Account
Account no. 405 510 3081
Branch code 630242

Register now!

